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Imagine a future of relentless storms and floods; islands and heavily inhabited coastal regions inundated by rising sea levels; fertile soils rendered barren by drought and the desert’s advance; mass migrations of environmental refugees; and armed conflicts over water and other precious natural resources.

Then think again – for one might just as easily conjure up a more hopeful picture; of green technologies; liveable cities; energy-efficient homes, transport and industry; and rising standards of living for all the world’s people, not just a fortunate minority. 

Kofi Annan

Visions for the future 
from the October 2005 Afternoon Tea 
    for the Future at Croydon NSW
In the future we would like:

Government support for rainwater tanks

An exponential tariff on water, gas and electricity
Cane toads and other feral animals eliminated from Australia

Earth seen as a sensitive living organism, 

Young people with a more environmentally friendly outlook

More global equity

 Human induced climate change halted 
Water appreciated and conserved

Things getting repaired if possible

Our society move beyond consumerism

People to read nature - respect it

People learning from the Aboriginal way of seeing the world
 People taking time and living simply

Cheaper or free public transport
Less use of cars
Use of bio-diesel instead of petroleum 

A government that cares for people and land - a socially responsible government
More trees - less clearing of land

An IR legislation that doesn’t lower wages, living standards and reduce ability of all to care for the environment

Sustainable   agriculture, organic farming - a new Garden of Eden

Old growth forests saved and expanded
Sydney to stop expanding

A more tolerant society that can live together in harmony with nature

We stand at a critical moment in Earth’s history, a time when humanity must choose its future. As the world becomes increasingly interdependent and fragile, the future at once holds great peril and great promise. To move forward we must recognise that in the midst of a magnificent diversity of cultures and life forms we are one human family and one Earth community with a common destiny.

From Preamble to The Earth Charter  http://www.earthcharter.org
Moving toward the vision – slowing down climate change
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Twenty six vigorous and enthusiastic retirees, baby-boomers, grandparents and members of religious orders gathered on October 25th for the second Afternoon Tea for the Future. In small groups, they shared stories about new actions they had taken in the previous five weeks. 
There were stories of walking busing and training more – including one person who caught a train to Brisbane instead of a plane. People were turning off more taps, lights and switches, composting and worm farming and buying recycled and unbleached products. One person brought along a list to help in deciding which detergents were more earth friendly. Another, who only uses organic skin products, brought along samples of the products. There were reports of people boycotting bottled water, planting native trees and appreciating nature every day.

Not only was everyone using cloth shopping bags, one person went a bit further and asked the local supermarket to keep one checkout for eco-bags only. Strategies for using less and less water included using basins to wash up, an egg timer for showering and all sorts of ways of reusing water before finally throwing it on the garden or down the drain.
The lists also included some surprisingly creative strategies such as building with recycled bricks, taking a bag on walks to pick up discarded plastic bags, signing on to the Earth Charter on the internet and persuading others to do the same.

One person investigated installing a grey water system only to find that a rain water tank was a better option with the plumbing situation at their place. Another, installed a rainwater tank and another talked about making friends with native animals eg bilby

A rough calculation of the total of the resulting lists gave a hopeful picture of a huge amount of water, energy and fuel that that twenty six people had saved in five weeks. 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________

Hope to see you at the next
Afternoon Tea for the Future
2.30pm 
Tuesday 29 November 2005

Edmund Rice Centre
1st Floor 9 Alexandra Ave Croydon NSW
RSVP email: jill@erc.org.au 
or phone:  9745 9700.

· A short video about the work of Wangari Maathai and the Green Belt Movement of Kenya
· Reflection on the Earth Charter and the meaning of Eco-justice

· Discussion about new initiatives that you and others are taking about chemical pollution
· Demonstration of how to set up an easy to manage no-cost worm farm

 The Green Belt Movement is a response to the fact that half of the forests of Africa were cut down in last hundred years leading to loss of top soil, flooding, spread of deserts and widespread loss of livelihood. 

Wangari Maathai began with a small nursery in her back yard. The movement has now has planted 30 million trees; empowered women; established 6,000 income generating nurseries; encouraged composting and soil conservation; and promoted indigenous crops, especially food crops.
The Green Belt Movement has also taken on population issues. Kenya's population growth rate is among the highest in the world, doubling within about 20 years. Maathai writes, "Suppressed, poverty-stricken, and hungry people do not plan their families, and they are not concerned with environmental conservation, even though they are the first victims of environmental degradation." 

Maathai says of the accomplishments of the Green Belt Movement, "We have raised the environmental agenda from one that concerns women and children and unemployed men in the countryside to a national political issue. This is very, very important because if we are going to change, everybody has to be involved: politicians, academicians, industrialists, investors, developers - everybody." 

_____________________________
